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Abstract

The social research of “Khlong Sathon Village Profile, Tambon Wang Mee, Amphoe Wang
Nam Khiew. Nakhon Ratchasima Province” was a part of the main SLUSE research project namely
Existing Landuse and Socio-economics in Khao Phu Luang-Wang Nam Khieo Forest Area. The
sub-research was studied by a group of social researchers from the Faculty of Social Sciences. The
proiect researchers were from multidisciplinary fields of studies including Geography, Sociology and
Anthropology, Psychology and Political Science. It aimed to study setflement pattems of the village
from its first settlement to present. This would provide a better understanding of community way of

life and to create a village database for further study.

Research methodologies comprised of data collection from primary and secondary sources.
Socio-economic, non-spatial and spatial data were integratedly explored. The Rapid Rural Appraisal
(RRA) technique using aerial photos, topographic maps and a GPS was applied during the field
survey to gain a quick understanding of the study area. They were also utilized in the ground survey
to dem‘arcate village boundary so as to produce the community map using the technology of GIS.
The manual DGPS was also applied to verify the accuracy of collected XY coordinates. A
questionnaire, an in-depth interview and a community meeting were techniques used for socio-
economic data collection and verification. Data were analized by a statistic software called SPSS for
windows using cross-tabulation and percentages. A topographic model of Tambon Wang Mee was
built as a tool to illustrate the relationship of spatial and non-spatial data. The model was then
verified by groups of villagers and stakeholders during data collection period and the community
meeting. Findings from the study were presented to stakeholders for comments and discussion.
Involving local beneficiaries in data collection, verification and comments was the significant

participatory method used in the study.

The study found several major social problems of the community. These included a lack of
community unity, a shortage of local organizations' empowerment, an ineffective development
policies and pians of the government that mainly focused on political benefits than local people’s
needs, and environmental degradation. All these problems were interwoven and have resulted in

unsustainable development of the Khiong Sathon Village.




